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What the Aramaic Verb Will Tell You About Itself—Biblical Aramaic 

Perfect Aspect 

ְּכ ְּ בת    G (Peal) Shewa under 1st root letter + interior theme vowel1 

ְּכ ְּ תב ְּת   G (Peal)       under 1st root letter + interior theme vowel (for 3fs and 1cs) 

ְּ םק   G (Peal)       under 1st root letter, only two root letters: hollow verb 

לף ְּ  G (Peal) Pat   under 1st root letter, in some forms only two root letters: geminate verb 

ְּכ ְּ בת   D (Pael) Pat   under 1st root letter and doubled middle root letter 

ְּב ְּ ךְר   D (Pael)       under 1st root letter, II-guttural or ר 

בה ְּ ת  כ   H (Hafel) Pat   under preformative ה 

נוּה ְּ חֱס   H (Hafel) Segol under preformative ה 

יְּ לה  ב   H (Hafel)      under preformative ה followed by unpointed י: I-י root 

עהוֹ ד   H (Hafel) preformative ה followed by ֹו: I-ו root 

יםא ְּ ק   H (Afel) preformative א 

ְּ בש  יז   H (Shafel) preformative ש (roots: עזב ,כלל ,יצא) 

ת ְּ בה  ת  כ   HtG (Hithpeel) ְּ ת   prefix, no doubled middle radical ה 

ְּ ת  תא  ר  ז  ג   HtG (Ithpeel) ְּ ת ְּא  prefix, no doubled middle radical 

ת ְּ בה  ת  כ   HtD (Hithpaal) ְּ ת ְּא  prefix, doubled middle radical or compensative lengthening 

יְּכ ְּ בת   Gp (Peil) Shewa under 1st root letter +      -י theme vowel  

בה ְּ ת  כ   Hp (Hofal)      -                          ה 

לה ְּ ף   Hp (Hofal)        under preformative ה : I-guttural roots or the root סלך 

ל  roots א-or I י-I : וּ followed by ה Hp (Hofal) preformative הוּב 

 

  

                                                           
1
 Theme vowel may be pat  ,  îreq, or   rê 
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Imperfect Aspect 

ְּכ ְּי ְּ בת   G (Peal)       under preformative + interior theme vowel2 

בת ְּכא ְּ  G (Peal) Segol under preformative + interior theme vowel (for 1cs) 

פוּןי ְּ ל  ח   G (Peal) Pat   under preformative + interior theme vowel: I-guttural root 

רמ ְּי ְּ  G (Peal)      under preformative + interior theme vowel: I-א root 

ְּ ְּר ְּת  ע   G (Peal)      under preformative +           ōl  : geminate verb 

לפ ְּי ְּ  G (Peal)       under preformative; two root letters with first root letter doubled: I-נ or I-י (I-ו) 

ביי ְּ ט   G (Peal)       under preformative; first root letter is unpointed י : I-י 

םוּתי ְּ  G (Peal) Shewa under preformative; two root letters with interior u vowel3: hollow verb 

ְּכ ְּי ְּ בת   D (Pael) Shewa under preformative and doubled middle root letter or II-guttural or ר 

בה ְּי ְּ ת  כ   H (Hafel) Imperfect preformative followed by ה 

לת ְּ ל  ט   H (Afel) Pat   under preformative 

ְּי ְּ נכוֹןש  ב  יז   H (Shafel) Imperfect preformative followed by ש (roots: עזב ,כלל ,יצא) 

ת ְּ בי  ת  כ   HtG (Hithpeel) Imperfect preformative followed by ת infix; no doubled middle radical 

ת ְּ בי  ת  כ   HtD (Hithpaal) Imperfect preformative followed by ת infix; doubled middle radical or 

compensative lengthening 

ת ְּ יןי  ז   HtH (Hithafel) Imperfect preformative followed by ת infix (Hollow verbs only) 

ת ְּ ש  לוּןי  ל  כ   HtH (Hithafel) Imperfect preformative followed by שת infix 

 

  

                                                           
2
 Theme vowel may be       , pat  , or      

3
 Š     or        

3 © 2012 Andrew E. Steinmann



Participle 

ְּכ ְּ בת   G (Peal)       +      

יְּכ ְּ בת   G (Peal) Shewa +      -yod: passive 

בת ְּכ ְּמ ְּ  D (Pael) מ preformative with shewa and doubled middle root letter or II-guttural or ר 

בת ְּכ ְּמ ְּ  D (Pael) מ preformative with shewa and doubled middle root letter; pat                l: 

passive 

בה ְּמ ְּ ת  כ   H (Hafel) מ preformative with shewa followed by ה 

בת ְּכ ְּה ְּמ ְּ  H (Hafel) מ preformative with shewa followed by ה ; pat                l: passive 

ילמ ְּ פ  ש   H (Afel) מ preformative with pat   

ְּמ ְּ בש  יז   H (Shafel) מ preformative with shewa followed by ש; (roots: עזב ,כלל ,יצא) 

ןסמ ְּ ל  וֹב   H (Shafel) מ preformative with shewa followed by ס; (root יבל) 

ת ְּ במ  ת  כ   HtG (Hithpeel) ְּ ת ְּמ  prefix, no doubled middle radical 

ת ְּ במ  ת  כ   HtD (Hithpaal) ְּ ת ְּמ  prefix, doubled middle radical or compensative lengthening 

 

Infinitives 

במ ְּ ת  כ   G (Peal) מ                         

דמ ְּ ב  ף   G (Peal) מ preformative with segol : I-guttural root 

ְּכ ְּ תת  ב   D (Pael) Pat   under 1st root letter; doubled middle root letter with interior       

כ ְּ תת ְּה  ב   H (Hafel) ה preformative, interior       

ְּ הל ְּכ ְּש  ל   H (Shafel) ש preformative, interior       

ת ְּ תה  ב  ת  כ   HtG (Hithpeel) ְּ ת   prefix, no doubled middle radical ה 
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